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Abstract—Near-Threshold Computing (NTC) has recently
emerged as an attractive paradigm as it allows devices to
operate close to their optimal energy point (OEP). This work
demonstrates, for the first time, that determining where the
OEP of a processor exists is challenging because standard cells,
forming the processor’s netlist, unevenly profit w.r.t power and
also unevenly degrade w.r.t delay when the voltage approaches
the near-threshold region. To precisely explore, at design time,
where OEP is, we create voltage-aware cell libraries that enable
designers to seamlessly employ the standard tool flows, even
they were not designed for that purpose, to perform voltage-
aware timing and power analysis. Besides determining where
the OEP is, we also demonstrate how providing logic synthesis
tool flows with voltage-aware cell libraries results in a 35%
higher performance at NTC. In addition, we investigate how
the performance loss at NTC can be compensated through
parallelized computing demonstrating, for the first time, that the
OEP moves far from NTC as the number of cores increases. Our
proposed methodology enables designers to select the maximum
number of cores along with the optimal operating voltage jointly
in which a specific power budget is fulfilled. Finally, we show
how voltage-aware design for parallelized NTC provides [40%-
50%] performance increase compared to traditional (i.e., voltage-
unaware design) parallelized NTC.

I. INTRODUCTION

The increasing trend to maximize the energy efficiency
of devices has pushed NTC to the forefront of promising
solutions because it enables circuits to operate close to their
optimal energy point (OEP) — this holds even more for Internet
of Thing (IoT) devices, where the lifetime of the battery is a
key limiting factor. The complexity of IoT devices is steadily
increasing as a variety of services (e.g., sensing/processing
data, exchanging information with cloud, etc.) is increasingly
required. Therefore, there is an inevitable need to recover the
large performance loss that incurs at NTC. As a matter of
fact, reducing the operating voltage (V) of a circuit leads to a
significant reduction in its total power due to the quadratic sav-
ing in dynamic power (FPgynamic) along with the exponential
saving leakage power (Pcqkage) (see Eq. 1 [1]). The drawback
of down-scaling V4 is, however, the quadratic increase in
transistor delay (see Eq. 2). As a result, the maximum delay
of the critical path of the circuit ({cp) becomes larger, leading
to a lower operating frequency (freq). Hence, a considerable
performance loss incurs as V4 approaches the NTC region.
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Where C,; is average switched capacitance, K; and K are

fitting parameters [1]. ¢7, is delay of transistors that contribute
to top and Vi, is the threshold voltage of transistor.

978-3-9819263-2-3/DATE19/©)2019 EDAA

S 300

%) Optimal Ener,

20| pAE—"" 4

o ) Y Point (OEP)

S 200 f s \

3 > % x

s 150 /) L' ]

-% ’ AN o

& 100 |¢ °

i NTC e -

> 50 F & o=

g &V 0o

uCJ 0 " " " " 3
9, @y O, Oy Oy O\ Oy Qg 7 7, 7,

Operating Voltage [V]
Fig. 1. Impact of voltage scaling on energy showing how the maximum

energy efficiency exists within the near-threshold region. The Discrete Cosine
Transform (DCT) circuit, often used in image encoding, is considered in this
analysis at the 45nm technology node.

Optimal Energy Point (OPE): Given such a wide voltage
scaling potential, it is essential to determine the V4 at which
the energy efficiency is maximum because the energy of any
circuit is the product of its both power and delay. The total
energy per cycle reduces with V4 until an inflection point at
which it starts to exponentially increase as the leakage energy
per cycle compensates the reduction in dynamic energy per
cycle [2]. The Vg4 where such an inflection occurs typically
represents the OEP at which the energy efficiency is maximum
(see Fig. 1). As shown, operating the circuit at 0.35V results
in a maximum energy efficiency (which is defined as the
maximum frequency divided by the worst-case power [2]) of
9.2x compared to 1.2V in the super-threshold region.

Parallelized Near-Threshold Computing: The key drawback
of NTC is the significant performance loss. For instance,
reducing V4 from 1.2V to 0.4V leads to 141x larger delay
(i.e. lower frequency). Such a significant reduction in freq
considerably limits the possible services that a processor may
offer at NTC. To compensate, additional cores can be included
in which multiple tasks are parallelized. However, finding the
OEP then becomes more complicated. The main reason is
that the Amdahl serial factor [3] (i.e. the percentage of the
sequential part) of the executed applications akin to different
limitations within the parallel execution (details in Section V)
plays a major role in defining the gain from parallelism and
thus the required number of cores which is needed to fulfill the
required performance. In addition, despite the impact of using
more cores on compensating the performance loss, a higher
number of cores directly results in higher power consumption.
In this work, we investigate the impact of parallelized NTC on
shifting OEP out of the near-threshold region.
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Fig. 2. The same voltage reduction unevenly increases the delay of standard
cells. A 45nm standard cell library has been here analyzed.

II. KEY CHALLENGES BEHIND DETERMINING THE
OPTIMAL ENERGY POINT (V)

To understand the impact of voltage down-scaling on the

energy of a processor, we investigate how V4 reduction
influences the delay and power of standard cells at the 45nm
technology node. We present in Fig. 2 how a voltage reduction
from 1.2V to 0.6V increases the delay of cells. As shown,
the same V4 reduction unevenly increases the delay of cells.
While the delay of some cells is increased by only around 2x,
the delay of other cells is increased by 10x and even up to
40x. Therefore, when studying the impact of voltage reduction
on complex circuits like a full processor, it is quite difficult
to accurately estimate the overall impact of voltage reduction
on the processor’s delay. This is because standard cells, which
form the processor’s netlist, will be unevenly affected by the
same Vg4 reduction. Hence, every cell within the critical paths
of the circuit will contribute its own delay increase to the
over all delay increase. Analogous to the previous analysis,
we present in Fig. 3 the impact that a voltage reduction from
1.2V to 0.6V has on the power of cells. As shown, voltage
reduction also unevenly impacts on the power of cells. While
the power of some gates will be reduced by around 70%, the
power of other cells may be reduced by more than 90%. All
in all, the large variance in the power reduction of cells and in
the delay increase of cells under the same voltage reduction
makes estimating accurately how the energy of circuit will
exactly profit from voltage scaling ambiguous and as a result,
selecting where the OEP exists is challenging. This even holds
more when a complex circuit consisting of a numerous number
of cells is analyzed where every cell within the netlist will be
differently affected by the same V4 reduction.
Our novel contributions within this paper are as follows:
We create voltage-aware cell libraries at the 45nm technol-
ogy node [4]. They contain the detailed delay and power
information of every cell covering the entire voltage range:
starting from the super-threshold (i.e. 1.2V) all the way down
to the sub-threshold (i.e. 0.2V) region. We deploy them
within standard tool flows (Synopsys) to perform voltage-
aware timing and power analysis in order to find the OEP of
circuit. We demonstrate how using voltage-aware cell libraries
during the logic synthesis tool provides circuits that exhibit
higher performance in both single-core and parallelized NTC.
We also demonstrate how voltage-aware cell libraries are
prerequisite to selecting the OEP in the scope of parallelized
NTC, revealing that the OEP is not necessarily within the
near-threshold region and it may move out of it.
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Fig. 3. The same voltage reduction unevenly reduces the power of standard
cells. A 45nm standard cell library has been here analyzed.

III. RELATED WORK

NTC has been proposed in industrial approaches as well as
in research. Intel presented in [5] its processor based on the
[A-32 architecture with the capability to operate at NTC. Intel
implemented multiple independent voltage domains to separate
logic from SRAM-based components. This was necessary to
ensure that the V;,,;,, of the memory does not limit the V,,,;,, of
the logic core. Parallel Ultra Low Power Processor (PULP) [6]
has been also recently introduced based on the open-source
RISC-V processor for NTC operation. PULP shows a peak
efficiency of 67MOPS/mW when it is fabricated at the 65nm
technology node and up to 193MOPS/mW when it is fabri-
cated using the low-power 28nm FD-SOI technology node.
Optimizing netlists w.r.t degradation effects was proposed
in [7], [8], for aging and temperature effects, respectively,
but not for voltage. In [9], authors studied 7nm FinFET
technology with respect to voltage scaling and compared it to
planar MOSFET technologies. The results showed that FinFET
provides 8.6x higher energy efficiency at NTC compared to
the nominal operating voltage leading to 4.8x gain compared
to 20nm planar MOSFET. The analysis has been done using
a chain of thirty-one Inverters to investigate the impact of
voltage reduction on delay and power towards analyzing the
energy efficiency at NTC. A similar work based also on a
chain of thirty-one Inverters has been presented in [10] to study
parallelized NTC. [11] also compared FinFET technology with
planar MOSFET with respect to energy for only a couple of
different voltages (e.g., 0.3V, 0.45V, 0.8V and 1.1V) and using
simple circuits such as Inverter chain, 16-bit adder and 16-
bit multiplier. The study, and similar to [9], also showed that
FinFET provides a better energy efficiency at NTC compared
to planar CMOS technologies. [12] studied NTC with respect
to approximate computing in which applications can tolerate
errors. The work focuses on re-sizing channel length of nMOS
transistors to avoid large transistors within the pull-up network.
A minimum set of cells (i.e. INV, NAND, NOR, DFFR and
DFFS) under varied voltages was analyzed. It is noteworthy
that the impact of voltage reduction on standard cells is non-
uniform and the variance is considerable as demonstrated in
Figs. (2 and 3). Hence, studying only a few of cells (e.g, [11],
[12]) and/or analyzing a chain of inverters (e.g. [9], [10] is
insufficient to investigate where the OPE exists — especially
in complex designs like a full processor.

Distinction from existing state of the art: we propose a
methodology, which is compatible with existing EDA tool
flows, that allows the investigating the OEP in both single
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and parallelized NTC in the scope of a sophisticated pro-
cessor such as the Rocket CPU from Berkeley [13], which
is an industry-competitive processor. This is unlike state of
the art that considers relatively simple circuits like adders,
multiples [11] or just a chain of inverters [9], [10].

IV. VOLTAGE-AWARE NTC DESIGN

Standard cell libraries are typically developed and optimized
to operate in the super-threshold region and they are far
away from the near-threshold and sub-threshold regions. A
standard cell library covers only a couple of discrete voltages
that correspond to corner cases like fast-fast, slow-slow, and
typical-typical corners. Relying on the Multi-Corner Multi-
Mode (MCMM) analysis in which the delay and power of cir-
cuits are estimated by the EDA tool through the interpolation
between the available corners suffers from a high inaccuracy.
Note that, for a V44 out of the voltage range exists between
the available corners, the tool is unable to do any delay/power
estimations because extrapolation is not possible. Therefore,
to achieve our goal of accurately selecting the OEP, it is
inevitable to create voltage-aware cell libraries in which the
entire operating voltage range is fully covered (i.e. from the
nominal voltage all the way the sub-threshold voltage). In the
following, we demonstrate first how our proposed voltage-
aware cell libraries are created along with how they can be
employed to perform delay and power analysis. Afterwards,
we explain our proposed idea of voltage-aware logic synthesis
in which we consider the impact of voltage reduction on cells’
delay during synthesis in order to obtain circuits that exhibit
smaller delays (i.e. better performance).

Voltage-Aware Cell Libraries: In this work, we target the
45nm technology node. However, our proposed process is not
limited to a specific technology and it can be analogously
applied to any other nodes. We employ the SPICE netlist of
different combinational and sequential cells from the 45nm
open-cell library from Nangate [14]. To model the electrical
characteristics of pMOS and nMOS transistors, we employ
the Predictive Technology Modeling (PTM) [15] for the high-
performance 45nm technology. To model the dependencies
of MOSFET’s parameters on voltage, we employ the BSIM
model [16], which is the industry standard compact MOSFET
model. Finally, we employ the HSPICE circuit simulator to
accurately measure the delay and power of every standard cell
under the impact of voltage reduction. To take the impact of
the operating conditions into account, we consider 7 input
signal slews along with 7 output load capacitances, which
is typical in both industrial and academical cell libraries.
The required range of input signal slew which needs to be
analyzed at a specific voltage is determined based on the
output slope of the fastest cell with minimum number of
fanout (i.e. one), and the slowest cell with maximum fanout
(i.e. 20). For instance, at Vzq = 0.5 the input signal slew
is from 30ps to 10.92ns. To determine the required range of
output load capacitance, which needs to be considered, the
minimum number of fanout cell having least input capacitance
and the maximum number of fanout cells having largest input
capacitance is used. For instance, at V4 = 0.5V the output
load capacitance is from 0.5fF to 20fF. All the measured 49
(i.e. 7x 7) delays of every cell are then stored within a lookup
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table per both timing and power information based on the
standard “liberty” format. Hence, our created cell libraries
are compatible with commercial tool flows like those that
are provided by major known vendors and that are used
commercially throughout. The employed library creation flow
is similar to the proposed flow in [7] and [8], which targeted
aging and temperature degradations, respectively. Based on
the aforementioned process of library creation, we create cell
libraries for the voltage range from 1.2V to 0.2V (with a
step of 0.05V), i.e. 21 voltage-aware cell libraries in total are
created. This enables us to precisely explore the impact of V4
reduction on the energy of circuits from the super-threshold
all the way down to the sub-threshold region.

Voltage-Aware Timing and Power Analysis: By creating
such voltage-aware cell libraries, which are compatible with
existing commercial tool flows , we propose to leverage the
mature optimization algorithms of such tools (e.g. Synopsys
and Cadence), evolved over more than a decade, to accurately
and automatically estimate the energy consumption of any
circuit (regardless of its complexity) under the entire range
of Vgq. To achieve that, we first synthesize the RTL design
at the nominal V;; = 1.2V. Then, we iteratively perform
voltage-aware delay and power analysis for the obtained netlist
at every voltage step using our created voltage-aware cell
libraries. This allows us to accurately estimate the maximum
delay of circuit and its total power consumption (i.e. both
leakage and dynamic power). This, in turn, enables us to
calculate the consumed energy at every voltage step and hence
determine how the energy efficiency improves while voltage
reduces towards precisely selecting where the OEP occurs. To
perform voltage-aware delay and power analysis at a specific
voltage, we first merge all the voltage-aware cell libraries
which have been created into one cell library along with
adding the proper annotation of cells, which indicates to the
corresponding voltage. After synthesizing the RTL design and
thus obtain the resulting gate-level netlist, we annotate every
cell within the netlist to have an index that corresponds to the
wanted V4 at which the analysis needs to be performed. Then,
we provide our merged voltage-aware cell library together with
the annotated netlist to the standard tool flows to perform
timing and power analysis. Note that because the impact of a
voltage reduction on delay of cells is non-uniform (see Fig. 2),
the path that was originally critical at the nominal voltage
will most likely not remain critical when V4 is reduced and
another path that was originally non-critical may takes its role
at the lower voltage. Therefore, analyzing the entire circuit’s
netlist, as our methodology proposes, is necessary.

Voltage-Aware Logic Synthesis: As mentioned in Section I,
operating circuits at NTC leads to a significant loss in perfor-
mance due to the large delay increase when Vj;; approaches
NTC. To mitigate that, we propose in this work to bring
voltage awareness to the logic synthesis tool and thus perform
voltage-aware logic synthesis in which the synthesis tool
considers the impact of voltage reduction early during the
logic synthesis. As demonstrated in Fig. 2, the same voltage
reduction has a non-uniform impact on the delay of cells of a
standard cell library. Hence, providing the library that contains
the delay information of every cell at the reduced voltage
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allows the synthesis tool to select the most suitable set of
standard cells (i.e. the cells that exhibit smaller delay increase
at that low voltage). Hence, circuits with smaller maximum
delay can be obtained. This, in turn, can mitigate the incurred
performance loss when circuits operate at NTC.

V. PARALLELIZED NEAR-THRESHOLD COMPUTING

To compensate for the significant performance loss at NTC,
more cores can be employed. Hence, designers can maximize
the performance, under a specific power budget, while reduc-
ing the voltage towards NTC. However, the Amdahl serial
factor (Sy) [3], which represents the obstacles that limit the
parallel execution (e.g., application sequence, communication
latency, synchronization, I/O etc.), needs to be considered.
Importantly, finding the OEP in which the added cores provide
the maximum energy efficiency becomes more complicated due
to the relation between the added cores, consumed power and
overall gained performance.

To achieve that, we, first, estimate using our voltage-
aware timing and power analysis proposed in Section IV the
maximum delay of the studied design and its total power at
every voltage step. Then, at every voltage step, we calculate
the maximum possible number of cores (n) within the pro-
vided power budget. Afterwards, we calculate the achievable
performance gain from the added cores under the impact
of Sy, as Eq. 3 clarifies. In this equation, the performance
gain is defined as the ratio between the original performance
(obtained from a single core operated at the nominal V;;) and
the new performance (obtained from parallelized NTC), while
considering the reduction in performance, when reducing Vq.

_Se
S5 + ) (3)

n

Per formance Gain =

Where S, represents the core’s performance at the low Vg
normalized to the core’s performance before voltage scaling,
i.e. at the nominal Vg4, e.g., 1.2V. Note that 0 < S, < 1.
Considering power loss at NTC: Beside its impact on the
overall performance, the Sy has also an important impact of
on the total consumed power. This is because the sequential
portions of an application will be always executed using just a
single core. Thus, during the sequential phase of computation,
only one core out of n available cores will be active, whereas
the remaining (n — 1) cores will be idle (i.e. only leakage
power is then consumed). On the other hand, during the phase
of parallelism all n cores will be active. Hence, when the total
consumed power is calculated to check against the predeter-
mined budget, it is essential to consider the impact of S;.
Otherwise, the total power consumption will be conservatively
estimated assuming all cores are always active. The total power
can be calculated as Eq. 4, based on [17], shows.

We+ (n —1)Wek.S
_ et (n= LleheSs “
Sy +

n

w

Where W is the total power consumption normalized to the
consumed power at nominal voltage, W, is the active core’s
power consumption relative to the power at nominal voltage,
k. is the fraction of core’s idle power normalized to the active
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Algorithm 1 Finding the optimal energy point.

Require: Power Budget , Delay Table, Power Table, serial factor Sy
1: for each V34 and Sy do

2: Retrieve corresponding Power > based on voltage-aware
Power analysis
3: Retrieve corresponding Delay > based on voltage-aware

timing analysis

4: Find Max number of cores > based on the power budget

5: Estimate Overall Performance > based on Eq. 3

6: Estimate Total Power > based on Eq. 4

7: Estimate Power Per Performance > based on Eq. 5

8: end for

9: Search for OEP > find where the performance or PW is
maximum

core’s power, Sy sequential fraction and n number of cores.
Note that 0 < w, <1 and 0 < k. < 1.

Impact of serial factor: Sy in parallelized NTC has two
fold impacts: a) it leads to a loss in the performance gain
that can be obtained from adding more cores, b) it causes a
reduction in the total consumed power and hence the provided
power budget will not be fully exploited and utilized. Unlike
state-of-the-art, which neglects the impact of Sf on the total
power consumption, we accurately estimate the consumed
power while taking the sequential and parallel phases into
consideration as Eq. 4 shows. The equation shows that during
the sequential computation phase, one core in the active state
consumes W,, and all idle cores consume (n — 1)W k.Sy.
During the parallel computation phase, all cores are active
and they consume nW..

Performance Per Watt: A trade-off is essential to find
OEP under conflicts (performance, power and Sy). Thus, to
accurately evaluate the overall gain in parallelized NTC, it is
necessary to calculate the performance per watt (PW) as Eq. 5
illustrates. PW allows designers to figure out how the power
budget is efficiently utilized and thus at which reduced V, the
efficiency of the multi-core processor is maximized.

Se
o W. + (n — 1)wckCSf

Implementation: To automatically perform a design-space
exploration and find where the OEP precisely occurs, we
developed an automated framework that considers the interac-
tions between the power and delay of the studied processor at
every voltage step together with the required power budget and
the impact of Sy. At every voltage step, the maximum number
of cores in which the performance is maximized within the
given power budget is calculated. Then, the optimal voltage in
which the efficiency is maximized is determined. Algorithm 1
summarizes the basic functionality of our framework, where
the searching complexity is O(mk), where m is the number
of S cases, and k is the number of V4 scaling steps.

VI. EVALUATION AND EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

PW &)

First, we explain our experimental setup. Then, we present
the evaluation of parallelized NTC. Finally, we demonstrate
the obtained speedup from our proposed voltage-aware logic
synthesis for both single-core and parallelized NTC.
Experimental Setup: In our work, we focus only on the
CPU and other parts like memory caches in which errors
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Fig. 4. Performance improvement at parallelized NTC under different power
budgets for the case of Sy of (a) 0.01 and (b) 0.2. Smaller power budget
pushes OEP towards the near-threshold region but when Sy is larger the
OEP moves towards the super-threshold region. Note that the power budget
estimated for every V4.

could occur at NTC are assumed to operate at a higher
Vaa, as Intel proposed [18]. We consider state-of-the-art 64-
bit Rocket Processor [13], which is an industry-competitive
processor from Berkeley recently designed to serve for future
micro-architectural. The CPU consists of 5 pipeline stages
using 31 General Purpose Registers and 32 Registers for the
FPU. The CPU is implemented at the 45nm technology node
(details in Section IV) and the total number of sequential and
combinational standard cells is around 10°. This is around 10x
larger than the largest circuit benchmark in ITC’99 benchmark
circuit suite [19]. For each of logic synthesis, timing analysis,
and power analysis we employed the standard tool flows
provided by Synopsys.

OEP for Parallelized NTC: The impact of Sy could change
OEP based on the selected optimization goal (i.e., power
or performance). However, different applications with differ-
ent Sy result in different behavior. Therefore, for a general
analysis (i.e. considering that the application’s behavior is
not known in prior), we explore a wide range of Sy values
in which varied runtime behaviors are reflected. In case
Sy changes at runtime, designers could predict OEP from
expected range of Sy and then select a conservative OEP. As
explained earlier in Section V, the key focus here is obtaining
at which V;; the maximum energy efficiency occurs along
with the maximum number of cores in which the performance
is maximized while a certain power budget is fulfilled. In
Fig. (4(a and b), we evaluate the achieved speedup from
parallelized NTC under different power budgets at different
voltages (maximum power at nominal supply voltage) in the
scope of two different cases of serial factors: Sy = 0.01 and
Sy = 0.2, respectively. As shown in Fig. 4(a), providing a
smaller power budget pushes OEP towards the left side (i.e. to
a lower V;4). However, having a higher Sy has a contradictory
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effect as it pushes OEP towards the right side (i.e. far from
NTC), as shown in Fig. 4(b) .

Figs. 5(a, b and c) explore the impact of various Sy on
the gained performance as well as on shifting OEP. The
evaluations have been done under one power budget which
is the total consumed power of the processor at the nominal
voltage of 1.2V. As expected, having a higher Sy leads to a
lower speedup as Fig. 5(a) demonstrates. Sy plays a major
role in determining where the OEP occurs. Higher S shifts
OEP towards the super-threshold region. For instance, having
a serial factor of merely 0.01 (i.e. only 1% of the running
application is sequential and the rest can be fully parallelized)
leads to shifting V,,,; to 0.6V.

To explore further the impact of Sy, we present in Fig. 5(b)
the corresponding normalized total consumed power for dif-
ferent Sy cases. As shown, when Sy becomes higher, the ap-
plication spends more time within a single core and hence the
rest of the cores are idle. Therefore, the provided power budget
cannot be fully exploited. In other words, higher S results in
less utilization of the provided power budget. Thus, evaluating
the overall efficiency represented by the Performance per Watt
(details in Section V) becomes essential to determine where
OEP precisely occurs. As Fig. 5(c) demonstrates, the impact
of Sy becomes marginal compared to the previously-observed
impact on both speedup (see Figs. (5(a), 4) and utilized power
budget (see Fig. 5(b)). As shown, the OEP under different Sy
approximately remains within or close to the near-threshold re-
gion. Hence, when optimizing for performance alone the OEP
moves far from the near-threshold region (i.e. OEP occurs
at Vgq > 0.5V). However, when optimizing for performance
per watt the OEP remains close to the near-threshold region
(i.e. OEP occurs at Vyq < 0.5V). Therefore, the optimization
goal plays a major role in where the OEP occurs.
Voltage-aware logic synthesis: As explained in Section IV
we propose to employ our created voltage-aware cell libraries
during the logic synthesis. In such a case, the mature algo-
rithms within the synthesis tool will select the standard cells
that have a better (i.e. smaller) delay at the reduced V4. Fig. 6
demonstrates (for the case of a single core) how our proposed
voltage-aware logic synthesis provides a processor’s netlist
that exhibits a smaller delay at every Vy; step (i.e. higher
frequency). As can be observed Fig. 6, in all V4 cases, a
performance improvement can be observed and it reaches
around 35% when processor is operated at NTC.

Finally, we also investigate the impact of our proposed
voltage-aware logic synthesis with respect to parallelized NTC.
Fig. 7 demonstrates the obtained improvements with respect
to performance gain at different Vg4 under various Sy cases.
As shown, our voltage-aware logic synthesis leads to above
40% higher performance between 0.25V and 0.4V (within the
NTC region).

VII. CONCLUSION

In this work, we demonstrated how voltage-aware synthesis
provides processors with a much better performance at NTC.
We also showed how the serial factor in parallelized NTC
plays a major role in shifting the OEP based on the selected
optimization goal (performance or power optimization). We
also demonstrated why voltage-aware cell libraries [4] are

Design, Automation And Test in Europe (DATE 2019)



® 8
g N = —a—sf=0.01
g g s 0—sf=0.05
£ ) 6
£ o g —E—sf=0.1
5 3 c s o—sf=0.15
3 = £E4 —o—sf=0.2
N £ < 3 —t—5f=0.25
£ 2 ¢ 2
2 1
g 0
o, o0, 0 o .o, o0, 0,0, 7 7 7 o, o0, 0 o0 _o0_ o, 0 0.7 7_7
.. f 4 f 4 ) d ~ B . B 7 7 7 d 7 ! 4 4 o . .
9505 0, 05950505 % 7 7, 75 e e “r e Ce ® %9 ‘o "t 2 % % % % % % % %0 7r %

Operating Voltage [V]

Operating Voltage [V]

Operating Voltage [V]

Fig. 5. Investigating the impact of serial factor on performance gain (a), power budget utilization normalized to power at nominal voltage (b) and performance
per watt (c). Higher Sy results in less performance gain and less power budget utilization (see a and b). The maximum performance per watt occurs at (or

close to) NTC (see c).

40%
35%
30% \v
25% ,
20% L'
15% A N
10% NTC °
YN
5% o=
0%

Performance Improvement

o, o, O

25 Qs 9, Qs 9 O 99 Qo 7 7,

‘6 S ‘® e} 7 v’)

Operating Voltage [V]

Fig. 6. Impact of our proposed voltage-aware logic synthesis on improving
the performance of processor when reducing the voltage. An improvement of
around 35% can be achieved at NTC.
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Fig. 7. Voltage-aware synthesis on improving the performance gain of
parallelized NTC under different serial factor (Sy) cases.

prerequisite for efficient near-threshold computing because
they allow an accurate selection of the OEP as well as
performance improvements.
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